
DESIGN PRINCIPLES:

CONCEPT:
To take advantage of the site’s location at the nexus of the East Cambridge and Kendall 
Square neighborhoods in order to provide for each community’s unmet needs and foster a 
connection between the two

•	 Protect existing natural systems and species through 
enhancement of park’s role as a “patch” in environ-
mental system
•	 Permeable surfaces maintained to maximum extent feasible, including per-
meable pavers on upper plaza and gravel paths
•	 Vegetation determined according to viability in local climate, with consider-
ation for species that welcome additional wildlife including birds
•	 Atop beacon, nest box provides habitat for peregrine falcon displaced by 
reconstruction of Cambridge jail

The design accomplishes this goal through careful attention 
to stakeholder perspectives and strategic activity placement. 
For example, a dining plaza welcomes employees from the 
Kendall	area	and	anticipates	particular	interest	from	office	
development under construction, while a dog park and com-
munity garden area line the northern part of the site for easy 
access to the residents who are eager to take advantage of 
those opportunities. 

Paths and greenways welcome both groups to 
explore and use the park’s interior, including the 
upper plaza with art, educational, and environ-
mental	elements	as	well	as	fields	designed	to	
provide space for the sport and recreation that 
currently activate the site. Tree-shaded boulevards 
line and cross the park, encouraging both exer-
cise and relaxation. Finally, the design provides 
flexibility	for	changes	in	programming	and	ac-
commodations for area growth and development; 
for example, the plaza on Second Street will wel-
come food trucks, farmers’ markets, and stage 
performances as opportunities arise.

THE NEW. . .

•	 Foster connection
•	 Entries and programming on both corners of the Third Street edge to welcome 
both residents walking from the north and employees from the south
•	 Space in the middle left for recreation by both communities
•	 Flexible gravel or paved area on Second Street edge to host events that attract 
diverse neighbors, including farmers’ markets, food trucks, concerts

•	 Provide a welcoming natural retreat from urban life 
and work
•	 Older, larger (or fast-growing) vegetation to provide shade and shelter from 
views of urban infrastructure
•	 Slight change in grade to enhance sense of natural landscape and diversify 
landscape for recreation and relaxation

•	 Enhance existing uses and provide for East Cam-
bridge community needs
•	 Space	left	equivalent	to	youth	soccer	field	maintains	park’s	current	informal	
recreational role
•	 Community garden and dog park respond to stakeholder demands
•	 Café and other commercial space provide accessible, unique dining options 
within walking distance of many residents

•	 Reflect	and	educate	on	East	Cambridge’s	industrial,	
innovation, artistic, and cultural history and presence
•	 Beacon	designed	to	reflect	brick	stovepipe	and	thus	neighborhood	history
•	 Beacon	to	serve	as	positive	and	meaningful	wayfinding	monument,	reducing	
power of Cambridge jail and its negative history 
•	 Permanent, community-curated mural and educational information displayed 
at eye level on beacon
•	 Space for rotating exhibits on upper plaza


